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The following is a sample 10th Amendment House Concurrent Resolution approved by the Tenth

Amendment Center. Activists, we encourage you tosend this to your state senators and representatives –

and ask them to introduce this resolution in your state.

A RESOLUTION affirming the sovereignty of the People of the State of _________.

WHEREAS, in the American system, sovereignty is defined as final authority, and the People, not

government, are sovereign; and

WHEREAS, the people of the State of __________ are not united with the People of the other forty-nine

states that comprise the United States of America on a principle of unlimited submission to their federal

government; and

WHEREAS, all power not delegated by the people to government is retained; and

WHEREAS, the People of the several States comprising the United States of America created the federal

government to be their agent for certain enumerated purposes only; and

WHEREAS, the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States reads as follows: “The powers

not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the

States respectively, or to the people;” and

WHEREAS, the Tenth Amendment defines the total scope of federal power as being that which has been

delegated by the people to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States, and also that

which is necessary and proper to carry into execution those enumerated powers; with the rest being left to

state governments or the people themselves; and

WHEREAS, powers, too numerous to list for the purposes of this resolution, have been exercised, past and

present, by federal administrations, under the leadership of both Democrats and Republicans, which

infringe on the sovereignty of the people of this state, and may further violate the Constitution of the United

States; and

WHEREAS, when powers are assumed by the federal government which have not been delegated to it by

the People, a nullification of the act is the rightful remedy; that without this remedy, the People of this State

would be under the dominion, absolute and unlimited, of whoever might exercise this right of judgment for

them.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE  _____ OF THE _______ GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

STATE OF ______, WITH THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that we hereby affirm the sovereignty of the People of the State of _______ under the

Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States over all powers not otherwise delegated to the

federal government by the Constitution of the United States; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall serve as a Notice and Demand to the federal government to cease

and desist any and all activities outside the scope of their constitutionally-delegated powers; and, it be

further
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RESOLVED, that a committee of conference be appointed by this legislature, which shall have as its charge

to recommend and propose legislation which would have the effect of nullifying specific federal laws and

regulations which are outside the scope of the powers delegated by the People to the federal government

in the Constitution; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that a committee of correspondence be appointed, which shall have as its charge to

communicate the preceding resolutions to the Legislatures of the several States; to assure them that this

State continues in the same esteem of their friendship as currently exists;  that it considers union, for

specified national purposes, and particularly those enumerated in the Constitution of the United States, to

be friendly to the peace, happiness and prosperity of all the States; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to the President of the United States, the

President of the United States Senate, the Speaker and the Clerk of the United States House of

Representatives, and to each member of this State’s Congressional delegation with the request that this

resolution be officially entered in the Congressional Record as a memorial to the Congress of the United

States of America.


